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January 22, 2007

Dear Erik Stokstad and the Editors of Science magazine:

Thank you Erik, and Science magazine for publishing the announcement of the new Journal of Paleontological
Sciences (JPS), established by the Association of Applied Paleontological Sciences.
AAPS is an international organization of commercial, academic and amateur paleontologists and
enthusiasts. We are dedicated to ethical collecting practices and cooperative liaisons, as defined in our
code of ethics, and the JPS represents a major step toward fulfilling those promises.

The guidelines for publishing in JPS are strict, which may prevent some specimens from being published,
but will insure the quality of the scientific data. JPS urges that specimens described be donated to museums,
and requires that specimens be made available for research free of charge. JPS also does not allow the
naming of any new taxon in keeping with the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature.

Finally, JPS welcomes comments on how to improve the quality of the journal. It serves as a bridge
connecting commercial and academic paleontology, and is committed to the continued development of
commercial paleontology in a scientifically responsible way.

We encourage readers to go to the JPS website: www.aaps-journal.org to see that this is indeed the case.

Sincerely,

Michael Triebold
President, Association of Applied Paleontological Sciences
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